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COVID-19 & Vaccination Updates, Budget Season,
and M ch More
Vaccination Update: Per direction by the State of Connecticut, vaccination eligibility is
now based on age grouping. Currently those aged 55 and older are eligible. On March
22nd those aged 45-54 will be able to receive the vaccine. Starting April 12th those aged
35 to 44 will be eligible and on May 3rd those aged 16 to 34 will be eligible. For more
information, please use the https://portal.ct.gov/Vaccine-Portal. If you have any questions, please contact
Senior Services Director Kelly Jacobs at 860-413-3334 or kellyj@egtownhall.com. Social Services
Director Elise Cosker can be reached at 860-413-3328 or elisec@egtownhall.com.
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Pandemic Update: In the past year there have been 215 cases of COVID-19 in East Granby with 184 cases
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-week rolling average of 27.70
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e. This designation calls for continued vigilance when it
comes to wearing masks and social distancing. However, the light may be at the end of the tunnel as state and
town numbers are on the decline, vaccinations are being disseminated, and good weather is on the horizon.
Governor Lamont is beginning to gradually phase out restrictions and hopefully the good news will continue.
Town E-Mail Address: If you have any questions or comments, please reach out to us through
info@egtownhall.com. This e-mail address is monitored 24/7. Posting a question on social media does not
necessarily mean that someone will see it in a timely manner. The e-mail is the best way to get a response.
Annual Town Budget: The annual town budget consists of four components: The Board
of Selectman (BOS) Operating Budget, the Board of Education (BOE) Operating Budget,
the Capital Reserve Fund, and Debt Service (i.e., the 2013 Seymour/Allgrove Elementary
School Project and the Bond Anticipation Notes (BANS) for the current Roads & Roof
Project). The municipal budget process began this past December and January when the
operating boards started to develop their budgets for the fiscal year that runs from July 1, 2021 to June
30, 2022. On February 9th, the Board of Finance (BOF) gave initial guidance, subject to change, to the
operating boards of a 2.5% increase over the current year budget and asked the boards to bring that
budget to the March 16th BOF meeting. At that meeting, the BOF will evaluate the budgets and funding
of service levels. At their April 6th meeting, the BOF will direct the operating boards on what budgets to
bring before the Budget Public Hearing on April 20th.
BUDGET PROCESS CALENDAR: Please attend the following meetings via Zoom where you will have an
opportunity to learn more about the annual budget and proposed expenditures. At these meetings you also
can provide feedback to the boards.
March 16th – BOF Meeting at 7:30 PM. The BOF will review the budget requests from the BOS and BOE.
April 6th BOF Meeting at 7:30 PM. The BOF will provide final direction to the boards regarding the budget
to be presented to the Town at the April 20th Public Hearing.
April 17th We anticipate that the Annual Budget Edition of Le Ta T e will be in houses on April 17th
so that residents can review detailed presentations of budget components and costs. Budget information will
also be available on the town website, www.eastgranbyct.org, at that time.
April 20th We are still determining if the Annual Town Budget Hearing will be held at 7:30 PM at the East
Granby High School Auditorium or if it will be a virtual Zoom meeting. I
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Executive Orders are extended. The three boards will present the proposed budget and answer any resident
questions. Post hearing, the BOF will deliberate and send a proposed budget to Town Meeting.
April 27th Similarly, the 7:30 PM annual Town Meeting may be a virtual Zoom meeting, or an in-person
meeting held at the Senior/Community Center. After a brief presentation by the boards along with time for
resident questions and comments, the BOS anticipates that the Town Meeting will be adjourned without a vote
and then subsequently taken to ballot referendum.
— Continued on Page 2

Homeowners Tax Relief for
Elderly & Totally Disabled
The State of Connecticut and the Town of East
Granby have programs which provide tax
relief for elderly a nd totally disabled homeowners on their real
estate taxes. The requirements are:
Elderly applicants must be 65 years of age or older as of
December 31, 2020.
Totally disabled applicants do not have an age requirement.
All applicants must own and be a permanent resident of a
dwelling in East Granby.
The filing period is February 1 through May 15, 2021. If you
have any questions or would like to make a confidential
a
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Office at (860) 653-2852.

Volunteers Needed for
Economic Development Commission
The Town of East Granby is looking for residents interested in
participating on the Economic Development Commission. The
commission is appointed by the Board of Selectmen. Meetings
last between one to two hours monthly. No experience is
necessary. The Economic Development Commission meets the
fourth Monday of each month at 6:00PM. The C
focus is to help support business development that is
e f e T
g e
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interested or need more information regarding this Commission
please contact Director of Community Development Gary
Haynes at (860) 653-3444.

Commission on Aging

Advocating for East Granby s Seniors
The Commission on Aging wishes all to stay in good health. In these
times, a lot of people in town are in need of help. The East Granby
Good Samaritan Program is ready and able to help people in town.
If you have a need and are looking for help or if you know someone
who could use help, contact Senior Services or Social Services to
be matched up with our volunteers. Details of this program and the
Volunteer form can be found at the town website (eastgranbyct.org)
under Boards and Commissions, Commission on Aging (COA). Join
in and make our program a success.
The Commission on Aging advocates for the senior community
in town and needs help to continue doing so on an efficient basis.
The Commission, as constituted, has nine members and three
alternates. The Commission has one opening for an alternate.
Please help us out. If you have an interest or for more
information, contact Rich Galluccio, Chairman, at (860) 658-0603
or Kelly Jacobs, Senior Services Director, at (860) 413-3334.
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— Continued from Page 1
Please note that the BOS is expected to call for a machine ballot
referendum for early May. Polling hours would then be set at the
April 27th Town Meeting. Our traditional polling place is the
Senior/Community Center. Feel free to c ac e Se ec a
Office at (860) 413-3301 with any questions.

2020 Grand List: The October 1, 2020 Grand List for the Town
of East Granby has been finalized as of February 1, 2021. This
year we saw a 2.08% growth in the Grand List (total taxable
property). For the upcoming fiscal year (FY21), the value of
taxable property in East Granby increased by $12,633,640 for
a net total of $619,930,827. Real Estate and Motor Vehicles
were almost flat to last year, but Personal Property (business
equipment and machinery) increased 18%. The split of the
Grand List is 76.33% real estate, 13.16% personal property,
and 10.51% motor vehicles.
Senior/Disabled Tax Relief Program: Residents aged 65
years or older along with residents who are disabled may be
eligible for Tax Relief. If your income qualifies, the amount of
property taxes that you will pay for the upcoming fiscal year may
be reduced. If you have any questions or would like to make a
confidential appointment, please call Assessor Mary Ellen
Brown at (860) 653-2852.
Winter Clean-Up: Weather permitting, during March and April,
the Department of Public Works crew will be working their way
through all neighborhoods picking up broken curbing and raking
out lawn areas damaged on the Town right of way.
Mural Project: Connecticut Murals is working on a project to
encourage racial equity and awareness. Their goal is to partner
with 39 communities across Connecticut to create 39 Martin
Luther King themed murals by January 2022. Please contact
me at info@egtownhall.com if you want to know more about
Connecticut Murals.
Like The T
Faceb k Page: The Town has a Facebook
page. Just use the Facebook search function and put in Town
of East Granby a d
age
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page and follow us for the latest information regarding the
Town. We post things such as upcoming events, department
news, library updates, timely information, and much more.
Jim Hayden, First Selectman

Republican Deputy Registrar Opening
There is an opening for a Republican Deputy Registrar to work part
e
e Reg a Office. Regular office hours are Tuesdays
from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Duties include maintaining voter
registration lists and working elections and referendums under the
direction of the Registrar. Applicant must be a registered Republican
in the town of East Granby. Computer experience is required and
training on the Connecticut Voter Registration System will be
provided. This is an hourly paid position. Please contact Michele at
e Reg a Office at (860) 653-0097 x323 for more information.

East Granby Social Services
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic we are still encouraging
communication to be done whenever possible by phone, e-mail,
mail, or by utilizing the drop box outside the front of Town Hall.
For more information, please contact Elise Cosker, Director of
Social Services, at (860) 413-3328 or elisec@egtownhall.com.
Emergency Assistance Fund
The East Granby Emergency Assistance Fund is available to
those income eligible residents who need emergency financial
assistance with fuel, housing, medical, electric, and other critical
needs. The fund is supported solely through donations and gifts
from the community and 100% of the funds raised are given back
to qualifying residents who are facing financial hardship.
Donations can be made to the East Granby Emergency
Assistance Fund and mailed to East Granby Social Services,
P.O. Box 1858, East Granby, CT 06026.
Energy Assistance
Applications are being taken through East Granby Social Services
from residents who wish to apply for the Connecticut Energy
Assistance Program. This program is designed to help offset the
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heating source such as oil, natural gas, electricity, propane,
kerosene, coal, wood, and wood pellets. Please contact Social
Services for more information or visit the State of Connecticut
website, www.ct.gov, and search Energy Assistance.
Food Pantry
The Friend to Friend Food Pantry was established to supplement
the weekly grocery needs of residents who have been identified by
East Granby Social Services as needing assistance. The pantry is
currently operating on Friday mornings for
registered participants to shop. A weekly ride
can be provided on the East Granby Mini Bus
for residents in medical need of transportation
or scheduled deliveries can be made for homebound participants.
If you are in need of food, please call Social Services at (860) 4133328 or e-mail elisec@egtownhall.com.
To donate, please call (860) 651-1659 or e-mail
friendtofriendeg@gmail.com. Food donations may be dropped
off at bins outside the East Granby Community/Senior Center
and the East Granby Congregational Church, and inside the East
G a b P Off ce a d Ge e S e a e G a b . If you
wish to donate money or local grocery store gift cards you can
either mail to Friend to Friend Food Pantry, P.O. Box 631, East
Granby, CT 06026 or e-mail friendtofriendeg@gmail.com.
Operation Fuel
Operation Fuel offers emergency energy assistance to
households who 1) fall outside the Connecticut Energy
Assistance guidelines or 2) have exhausted their Connecticut
Energy Assistance grant. Applications can be completed through
East Granby Social Services or, new this season, directly through
the Operation Fuel website: https://operationfuel.org/gethelp/.

East Granby Veterans Group
Thank you to all our patrons that purchased engraved pavers for
their family and loved ones. We are currently sold out but will
consider an expansion at a later date. Previously purchased
pavers will be installed in the spring.
We do, however, have major sponsorship opportunities if
someone is interested. There are two 4 x 14 granite treads
available at $500 each and one sitting bench at $1,000. Sponsors
will be recognized on site with a plaque or have their name
engraved on the bench. Please visit the memorial to see the items.
We are also encouraging any veterans to join our group which
ee
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contact us for further information about any of the subjects
above: Paul Oliva at poliva@aol.com or (860) 930-5031 and
Kathy Keily at kathysk2@gmail.com or (860) 463-4072.

East Granby Land Trust News
Birdscaping
Tuesday, March 16th, 7:00 PM – Zoom Presentation
EGLT and the East Granby Public Library invite you to
Birdscaping: Home Sweet Habitat, presented by Joan Butler.
Explore the importance of creating
welcoming habitats for birds
through thoughtful landscape
choices, including native plants
vital for food and nesting sites. Learn about the benefits and joys
of creating beautiful layered gardens designed to bring avian
performers right into your own back yard. Register online at
www.egpl.org or call (860) 653-3002.
Connecticut Ornithological Association Grant
EGLT was recently awarded a grant from the COA to buy native
shrubs to attract birds to our Griffin Marsh property off of Ezekiel
Way. We purchased the plants through the North Central
Conservation District and will be clearing out the planting area
and digging holes on April 17th at 10:00 AM. We will be planting
the shrubs on April 23rd at 10:00 AM. If you would like to help us
on either day please e-mail president@eglt.org.
Eagle Scout Project
EGLT will be the lucky recipient of four handmade benches
thanks to Eagle Scout Candidate Ty Savage of Simsbury. Ty
a d
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Preserve off of Kimberly Road and two more at Eastfield Farms
off of Wintergreen Lane the last week of March. Ty and his troop
recently built and installed a bench along the Farmington Valley
Greenway at our Great Marsh property to replace the
deteriorated one that had been there for many years.
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Property Boundary Walks
Since a lot of EGLT properties are wetlands, winter is the best time
for us to get out and check the condition of our property boundaries
and trails to evaluate the need for future work parties. So far this
year we have walked two of our four Great Marsh properties,
Eastfield Farms (although a couple of us stepped through the ice
and got wet feet!), the Donald and Barbara Algren Preserve,
Seneca Corridor, and the boundaries of our Pond Meadow
property. If
d e c e a ong on one of our property walks,
ed e
a e you. E-mail president@eglt.org for details.
Vernal Pool Walk
We are waiting for warmer weather and a rainy night to hold our
annual Vernal Pool Walk with Riverside Reptiles owner Brian
Kleinman. Please check our Facebook page or Instagram for the
posting of this event.
Story Trail
EGLT and the East Granby Public Library will be posting another
story book trail at the Ian Clark Preserve this spring. Stay tuned
by checking our Facebook page or Instagram.
Facebook Page Daily Updates
EGLT Board Member Amanda Thompson shares her love of
knowledge and nature in her da
EGLT Facebook
page and on Instagram. Check out all the interesting and
inspiring information she posts on plants, animals, and the
natural world.
If you have any questions about our programs, properties or trails
please e-mail programs@eglt.org or president@eglt.org. The
East Granby Land Trust is a private, non-governmental, nonprofit organization incorporated in 1974 for the purpose of
conserving the natural resources and unique features of East
Granby. EGLT currently owns land parcels comprising over 280
acres that are open to the public for passive recreational activity
including hiking, photography, geocaching, and nature study.

East Granby Historical Society
"First Autos in East Granby, c.1908"

The following excerpt is from the
book, East Granby, the Evolution of a
Connecticut Town, by Mary Jane
Springman and Betty Finnell Guinan.
“In 1909 the state highway commissioner said that horsedrawn vehicles were disappearing from the main highways and
that the sum total of automobiles manufactured and sold during
the years 1906, 1907, and 1908 very nearly equaled the entire
number of automobiles then in use. Roger H. Stowell says that
Francis P. Granger owned the first car in town, a StevensDuryea bought about 1908. Painted black, with a buggy top, the
car ran on one cylinder. It started by means of a crank, like a
Victrola crank, on its side.
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Hazel Lampson remembers her grandfather's car, too: It had
one seat and a handle to steer with. In front where we now have
motors was a pull-down seat where the children sat. We used to
go on picnics to Forest Park in Springfield and up to Southwick
to the Ponds for a picnic
and fishing.
The first cars were
reserved for pleasant
weather and pleasure
outings. They were put on
blocks in barns during the
winter to save the tires,
which frequently went flat
under the best of
circumstances. The early Stanley Steamers, Fords, Patersons,
Oaklands, and Buicks were plagued by overheated radiators and
a host of other mechanical miseries, which the owners generally
had to tend to themselves. Many townspeople stuck to their
horses and buggies and a few, like Almon B. Phelps who owned
Newgate Lodge (formerly Viets Tavern), owned cars but hired
chauffeurs to handle them.
The local blacksmith shops did body work, and George E.
Lincoln, Andrew Eagleson, and Frederick C. Dibble ran paint
shops in the Center where they beautified either wagons or
automobiles. David A. Viets opened the first true garage
behind 11 South Main Street, and in 1917 he became an
agent for Chevrolet.
In 1913 the Journal reported that many farmers in town had
installed gasoline tanks on their properties which were filled
periodically by a Standard Oil Company tank wagon. Joseph L.
McKinnie remembers that Allen M. Barrett was the first to sell
gasoline in town. He had a hand-operated pump in front of his
store building, now gone, at 16 South Main Street.
McKinnie also recalls the cars and men from the automobile
factory in Hartford that used to stop at the hotel and bar at 28
School Street: The Pope-Hartford had to be road tested before
it was put together. I can remember three drivers who used to
come out—and back in those days it was all dirt road. They had
four wheels, an engine, a gas tank, a steering wheel, and a
box. No fenders, nothing. They came out here and they used to
go down there to the hotel. They would jack the wheels up and
let the thing run and they d go in and play cards all day! They
were supposed to be putting miles on, but they would just jack
up the wheels. Especially if it was a rainy day. I would see them
go by the house around four or five at night, heading for Hartford.
Note: The hotel building still stands at 28 School Street, now
known as Homestead Executive Center.”
The Historical Society is looking ahead to late spring or summer
before planning any programs or events. Contact Nancy Moody with
any questions at (860) 653-2866 or moodycnancy@gmail.com.

Bradley Regional COC Announces
2021 Board & Scholarship
The Bradley Regional Chamber of Commerce (BRCC), East
Granby and Windsor Locks, is proud to announce the 2021
Board of Directors. The board members are: President, Leslie
Marques, My Advertising Works, LLC;
Vice President, Daniel Malkin,
PeoplesBank;
Treasurer,
David
Renouf, Bardaglio, Hart & Shuman;
Secretary, Jessie Lavorgna, Windsor Locks Public Schools.
Directors at Large are: Christina Bafumo, Cruise Planners-The
Traveling Buddies; Margaret Byrne, Margaret Byrne Attorney at
Law; David Iannucci, Windsor Federal Savings; Kashema
Jennings, East Granby Public Schools; Mike Keiser, E-Circle
Marketing; and Shelly Knowles, Homewood Suites.
The BRCC offers scholarships for East Granby and Windsor
Locks high school students. Scholarships are made possible by
our fundraising activities, including our annual Golf Tournament.
The 2021 date was just confirmed for September 20th. This year
we are pleased to announce a one-time additional scholarship
for each high school made possible by a generous donation from
Windsor Federal Savings.
The Board of Directors meets monthly on the third Friday of
the month at 8:30 AM. All Bradley Chamber members are
invited to attend. Members can expect the Chamber to hold
business networking, educational, and community events
throughout the year. For more information on the BRCC email the Executive Director, Gina Maria Alimberti, at
admin@bradleyregionalchamber.org, call (860) 653-3833, or
visit www.bradleyregionalchamber.org.

Economic Development Report
Setting the Stage for New Development

Did you see the fun banter on our Community FaceBook page
ab
e e a S e Le a d
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g
to town? If so, I am sure it made you smile just like me. It also
made me think that this would be the perfect time for an update
on some of the planning work that is occurring each day by our
Town Officials and by our Town Commissions.
It has taken many hours of community planning and expertise to
set the stage for the types of new development that we all hope
to see
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Comprehensive Plan of Development, which is updated
periodically. Oversimplifying the process, zoning and regulations
are then created to define the uses and enable realization of the
Plan. We currently have four zones: Village Center Zone,
Business Zone, Commerce Park Transitional Zone and the
Commerce Park Zone (industrial).
There have been a few recent zoning changes where we are already
seeing positive results. As we are working to develop more of a

Village Center, the Planning and Zoning Commission has recently
approved changes to allow for ground floor housing units that will not
have street frontage. Formerly, the Village Center Zone restricted
apartments on the first floor. The goal is to preserve a Main Street
character as the Center is developed. What could you see in the
Village Center Zone? You may see business and professional
offices, retail stores and personal service establishments, art
studios/galleries, and restaurants to name a few.
Abutting the Village Center is the Commerce Park Transitional Zone.
This zone allows all the industrial uses that would occur in the
Commerce Park Zone but also provides market flexibility by allowing
for new types of mixed-use development. The key here is scale. To
better protect adjacent residential and Village Center areas,
warehouse/distribution and manufacturing will have size limitations.
The expanded uses in this zone could include high-density, multifamily residential, retail, and restaurants as well as light
manufacturing. The new zone expansion has added 264 acres of
vacant land and has already generated interest by landowners for
three possible high-density, multifamily housing projects.
With increased growth in and around the Village Center Zone,
the hope is to be able to potentially attract a grocery store and
a ac , b
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f . O c ent small population makes it difficult to attract such
retail and we will need to grow a palpable downtown population,
one that will add to our nighttime and weekend population, to
form a true, recognizable town center. The Planning Department
does a lot of work behind the scenes and keeps abreast of
market trends to seize opportunities. But in the meantime, we all
have a role to play. Spread the word about East Granby
opportunities and please remember to patronize our town
businesses as success breeds success. I know it sounds cliché,
b
ea d e a e a age!

Spotlight on Small Businesses

News from the Economic Development Commission
Periodically, the East Granby Economic Development
Commission will highlight businesses in town so that residents
can know about some of the dde ge
a a e ca ed e e.
In this month and in future editions, our focus will be on some of
the small businesses in town.
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Luke. Attilio is a trained chef
(Johnson & Wales Culinary School)
and Luke has many years of
experience at local restaurants.
A
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Atheneum, Simsbury Farms, and Three Figs in Suffield.
G
g a enu will be continued along with new additions called
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updated with special emphasis on COVID-19 precautions.
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Attilio & Luke offer 10% discount to all first responders, active
military, and veterans. The East Granby Veterans Group holds
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e 11:00 AM to 8:00 PM every day except Tuesday
when it is closed. They offer dine-in, takeout, and delivery (within
7 miles). Their phone number is (860) 413-9474. Look for their
weekly specials on social media!
Valley Fish Company
Valley Fish provides fresh seafood direct from Boston to many
local restaurants and does a large retail business as well. Frank
and his son Marc originally operated a store in
Simsbury but moved to 144 Hartford Avenue
(Route 189) in East Granby in 1984.
They provide heat and serve meals along with
their popular lobster rolls and fresh shellfish. They will be
expanding the retail aspect and are planning a food truck option
in the near future.
Valley Fish is active on Facebook and is currently updating its website.
Operating hours during the pandemic are as follows: Wednesday
through Saturday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Home delivery is available
on Fridays. Their phone number is (860) 653-5565.

East Granby Republicans
East Granby Republicans believe that your voice counts. Do you
value personal and civic responsibility? Do you want to ensure a
bright future for our community? Do you believe
in responsible town budgeting?
The East Granby Republican Town Committee
(EGRTC) holds its regular monthly meetings on
the third Wednesday of the month beginning at 7:00 PM. We
encourage all interested Republicans and anyone interested in
joining the party to attend and contribute your ideas about town
government and our community. E e f
ca ge a ee g,
e e
e e ed ea g f
. Our mission is to promote
fiscal responsibility, ensure government accountability, and
champion responsible development of East Granby.
Please contact us for our meeting locations which will vary until
the Senior/Community Center is reopened. We are also
seeking people interested in serving on our
b ad a d
commissions. Contact EGRTC Chairman Lee Sandora at (860)
844-8393 or lsandoraeg@gmail.com. Online, join our
Facebook page (Facebook.com/EastGranbyRepublicans) or
visit www.egrepublicans.com.
Scholarship Available
East Granby Republicans offer an annual scholarship in memory
of Carolyn and Edward Phillips. The applicant must be a senior
at East Granby High School or a town resident who is a senior at
an accredited high school in Connecticut, and who has accepted
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enrollment in a two- or four-year program at an accredited
college, technical, or trade school. For more details and an
application, please contact the high school guidance office or Lee
Sandora at (860) 844-8393 or lsandoraeg@gmail.com. We must
receive your application by Friday, March 26th.

Capitol Update

Rep. Tami Zawistowski, 61st District
The 2021 legislative session is well underway, with
bill proposals making their way through the
committee process with public hearings conducted
on Zoom. While the House has convened for a few session days,
in-person activity at the Capitol is limited. This is not the optimal
way to conduct state business, and I hope we can restore public
access soon as COVID-19 cases continue to decrease. In the
meantime, House Republicans have put together a helpful online
guide for public participation and how to testify at
www.cthousegop.com/virtual-guide. Please continue to reach out
to me directly with your comments or questions on state issues.
Efforts to vaccinate people as quickly as possible continue. The
Governor has changed distribution policy to a mainly age-based
system. As of this writing, we anticipate that people age 45 and older
will be eligible for the vaccine starting on March 22nd, with additional
age groups added every few weeks. For more information about
eligibility, finding providers, and scheduling appointments, please
visit www.ct.gov/covidvaccine. C ec c Vacc e A
e
Assist Line at 877-918-2224 is available for eligible residents seven
days a week from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM.
In my new role as House Republican Policy Co-Chairman, much
of my focus this session has been on creating a common-sense
policy framework to give our state a fresh start after not only the
pandemic, but after years of policy decisions that have made it
unaffordable for too many residents and inhospitable to job
creators. Our legislative proposals to improve quality of life and
address a wide range of issues are guided by these principles:
The cost of government should not be a burden on those it
serves.
New laws should resolve problems, not create them.
Government's purpose is to protect and serve people, not
special interests.
Public access and oversight are vital to government
accountability.
Restoring trust in government requires government to trust
people to make their own best choices for themselves and
their families.
Our caucus proposals range from dealing with car burglaries and
thefts, tackling mental health and domestic violence issues that
have been exacerbated by isolation during the pandemic,
imposing minimum requirements for distance learning, and
revising the civil preparedness statutes that have allowed longe e e
f eG e
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public consent. Several will help restart our economy, such as
using federal COVID relief funds to help replenish our state's
unemployment compensation trust fund the costs of which are
borne by both employers and employees and suspending the
unemployment experience rate for pandemic related layoffs.
We a e a
ed g d g e e
ea e
c a
requiring competitive bidding on all contracts with state agencies
and quasi-public entities, requiring public hearings when state
agency audit reports are issued, and subjecting private entities
that perform state government functions to a code of ethics and

the Freedom of Information Act. For a full list of our caucus
proposals, please visit www.cthousegop.com/restartct.
As always, if you have questions or concerns regarding state
government or need help working with state agencies, please
contact me at tami.zawistowski@cga.ct.gov or (860) 842-1423.
You can also follow my legislative activity on social media:
Facebook (@repzawistowski), Twitter (@tamizawistowski), and
Instagram (@repzawistowski).

East Granby Soccer Association s

Spring 2021 Soccer Registration is Open
for

In-Town Program featuring Soccer Shots
To register visit our webpage @
https://clubs.bluesombrero.com/default.aspx?portalid=50874

Soccer Referees Needed
Interested candidates, 13+ years of age,
can visit https://ctreferee.net to learn more!
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, this is a fully on-line program.
Paid positions for side-line officials and center referees.
If you have any questions please contact: roversrefco@gmail.com
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The most awaited
Spring season — ever!
Food Pantry & Thrift Shop

Whew — it’s been a rough winter for many reasons, but optimism wins as we make our way to
Spring. The Food Pantry has remained open and continues to serve our clients each week. We
are so grateful for the continuous supply of nonperishable foods and monetary donations
throughout the pandemic — we couldn’t have done it without you!
You are invited to join us at the Friend to Friend Thrift Shop’s Seasonal Re-Opening on Thursday,
April 1, 2021, from 2:00-5:00pm. We have beautiful, gently used spring and summer clothing,
jewelry, accessories, small housewares and art at exceptional pricing for your Spring Refresh!
Please look to our Facebook page and website for more information about shop protocols as
we near our re-opening date.
Later this Spring we will be reaching out for volunteers to join us and get involved with a time
commitment that fits your schedule. Thank you for being a friend! www.friendtofriendeg.com

Food Pantry

Thrift Shop

To register with the Food Pantry call Elise at Social Services at 860.413.3328
or email elisec@egtownhall.com.
To volunteer later this spring or donate to the Food Pantry or Thrift Shop
please call 860.651.1659 or email friendtofriendeg@gmail.com.

friendtofriendthriftshop@gmail.com

• In need of the following items: canned fruit, coffee, condiments, jelly (other than grape),
sugar, laundry detergent, personal care products: deodorant, shampoo, creme rinse and
toothpaste, paper towels, tissues and toilet paper.
• Food donations may be dropped off at the East Granby
Community/Senior Center, East Granby Post Office, East Granby Public
Library and the East Granby Congregational Church.
• Monetary donations can be made online at www.friendtofriendeg.com
or mailed to:
Friend to Friend Food Pantry, P.O. Box 631, East Granby, CT 06026

32 Spoonville Road
860.651.1659
860.392.8362 (after hours)

Join us at the Thrift Shop, we
reopen on Thursday, April 1st
for our 2021 Season!

Hours:

Tuesday 10:00am-1:00pm
Thursday 2:00-5:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-1:00pm

Love Frozen Yogurt?
Purchase a
Gift Certificate for a
Menchie's Frozen Yogurt
cake for $30 now,
celebrate later.

Supports East Granby
Boy Scout Troop 70
Sea Base High Adventure
Certificates for one round cake, serves 10-12 ppl.
Use any time at Menchie's in Windsor.
Make checks payable to EGBS Troop 70.
Mail to L. Marques/EGBS, 4 Melody Ln, EG.

Order by 4/2/21

Questions, email lesliemarques@sbcglobal.net
NO MATTER WHAT YOU ARE CELEBRAT NG,
MENCH E S CAKES ARE SURE TO BR NG SM LES TO THE PARTY.
PERFECT FOR THAT EXTRA SPEC AL OCCAS ON.
ALL MENCH E S CAKES ARE MADE N-HOUSE AND ARE FULLY
CUSTOM ZABLE.

1095 Kennedy Road, Windsor, CT

VIRTUAL BINGO
Via Zoom
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Each game will have a Designer Bag (Kate Spade, Michael Kors, Coach or Dooney Bourke) OR $100 gift card to select retailers.
1 book of cards for 6 games $20 each
3 books of cards for 6 games $30 each
6 books of cards for 6 games $45 each
9 books of cards for 6 games $55 each
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CHOICE

2 $100 gift cards to large retailers & 1 Designer Item.

3 $50 Gift Cards to large retailers
$10 for 10—$ 0 for 25 (you CHOOSE the items you PREFER)
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Email: allaboutufundraisers@yahoo.com

Or message on facebook us @all about you fundraisers & events
Or simply scan this code to get to the order form.

Good Luck & Thank you for your support!

OPEN HOUSE AND INFORMATION: 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR
East Granby’s longest-running licensed preschool, East Granby Congregational Church
Nursery School, is now enrolling for our 52nd year! Our kindness-centered school features
gentle learning through play, following the CT Standards for Early Childhood Education,
with our half-day program from 9:30 a.m. to noon. To engage and nurture children, we
provide a balance of freedom and instruction. Cooperation and communication skills are
fostered in our indoor and outdoor classroom spaces, with centers designed to explore and
engage. We offer hands-on learning, literacy, and number concepts focused on our theme
of the week; and our days include stories, music, art, yoga, French, games, guest visitors
(COVID permitting), and lots of love.
Three-year-olds may enroll in our two-day program starting at 32 months of age; four and
five-year-olds may enroll either for three days per week or attend our full-week program.
While all our four and five-year-olds leave our program emotionally and academically
prepared for kindergarten, we do offer fours and fives the option of 45 minutes of
additional academic enrichment time in the mornings before the other students arrive.
We are closely following guidance from the CDC, as well as state and local officials and
health authorities, to maintain a safe and healthy school environment. This year, because
of COVID-19 safety precautions, we will be making individual arrangements for Zoom
sessions or in-person tours of our school.
Would you like to know more? Please email us at EGCCNS9@gmail.com or call at
(860) 653-3913 (email preferred), and we’ll be happy to set up a time to chat! Please also
visit our website, https://www.egchurch.org/egcc-nursery-school, and our Facebook page
at https://www.facebook.com/EGCCNS, to learn more.
Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is open through April 30th.
We hope to hear from you soon!
Lee LaRochelle, Director/Teacher
Suzanne Richardson-White, Teacher

East Granby Congregational Church Nursery School
A Licensed Preschool

Welcoming children from East Granby & neighboring towns
Registering now for the 2021-2022 school year
We offer classes for ages 32 months

5 years

3 year olds (32 months+)
Tues & Thurs 9:30 to 12:00
____________________________________

4 & 5 year old options:
Mon/ Wed /Fri
9:30 to12:00 OR 8:45 to 12:00*
Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs/Fri
9:30 to 12:00 OR 8:45 to 12:00*
____________________________________________

*Enrichment Program fo 4

and 5

The 45 minute directed enrichment activity time is offered prior to the 9:30 a.m. arrival of the rest of
the class. The students benefit from extra individual or small group instruction and practice in the
areas of Fine Motor, Math Concepts, Pre Reading (literacy), & Writing and to build stamina for all day
Kindergarten.

________________________________________________________________
Information and a Registration Form:
Lee LaRochelle, Director

egccns9@gmail.com
860-653-3913

Located at the intersection of Route 20 & Route 187, East Granby, CT 06026

Secret Senior Admirer
Program a success.
East Granby Senior and Social
Services, the East Granby Public
Library and #EG CommunityWorks
provided the community a fun
opportunity to touch base with our
seniors, who’ve had to stay home to
stay well this past year. Throughout
February, over 160 seniors were
secretly admired with cards,
flowers, candy, gift certificates and
baked goods.
Residents and businesses participated
in helping surprise seniors they knew
and sponsoring seniors they didn’t.
The East Granby Public Library
created and donated craft card kits
and served as a collection center for
cards and orders. “It was wonderful
to see the response from people of
all ages in our town wanting to share
a smile with our seniors. Thank
you SSA for making this happen!,”
said Doreen Jacius, Library Director.
Kathy Iwanicki, a teacher at R.D.
Seymour School also organized a
card-making initiative for students at
her school. All deliveries were made
by #EG CommunityWorks’ smiling
delivery duo, Jaidyn Lacharite and
Sophie Landolina, both East Granby
High School sophomores.

Pictured L to R: Kelly Jacobs, Senior Services Director; Elise Cosker, Social Services Director;
and Doreen Jacius, East Granby Public Library Director.

Kelly Jacobs, Director of Senior
Services, said, “SSA was a wonderful
program that allowed our East
Granby residents to show our senior
citizens how appreciated and loved
they are! This past year has been
extraordinarily difficult for everyone,
but especially our seniors. This
program recognized that and was
able to bring some happy surprises
and smiles to so many!”

Elise Cosker, Director of Social
Services, added, “This strong little
community is always about neighbors
caring for and being there for each
other, and this endeavor was no
exception — thank you to all of our
Secret Admirers!”

News about your local East Granby Lions
On behalf of the East Granby Lions we would like to thank all those who have helped to keep
our community strong, active and vibrant throughout the last year! As many of you know the East
Granby Lions Continue to serve our community in many seen and unseen ways. Our state and
national mission has always been to provide light where there is darkness. We seek to help raise
blindness awareness efforts and blindness prevention programs through supporting Lions Low
Vision Centers, Fidelco Guide Dog training facilities, and CRIS Radio. On a local level you may know
us better for the many activities we have sponsored within town over the years thru our
Pancake Breakfast, Dinners, Duck Raffle in the fall, Birdseed Sales and many more!
These activities help to bind us to the community and enable our small but humble club
comprised of men and women, 18 and up in town and abroad to serve our many initiatives within
the community. In past years these have included our Lions Memorial Day Parade, E.G. Citizen of
the Year Award, Graduating Senior 4 Year Scholarship Program, Graduating Senior 2 Year Technical
Scholarship Program, S b a ce F ee G ad a i Pa
he E G Dai
B
ie Gi l Sc
Cub
Scouts, Boy Scouts and so much more.
The intent of this letter serves as a reminder that we are still looking to serve these
commitments in our community and while 2020 may have put a damper on many efforts to
fundraise openly thru our traditional methods we are still a 501c3 tax deductible charity
organization. We encourage our readers to take a few moments and if possible send us that check
for a contribution you see fit, so that we may continue to serve our local residents and continue to
serve our greater mission of fighting blindness in the world. Additionally, we understand that a
financial commitment may not be feasible for some at this time. Not a problem, as we are always
looking for a hand at our many functions and new membership to help drive our club forward and
present new ideas and projects for our community!
We would like to thank all who read this message and the many folks who have served and
helped to make our club a success and our community a great place to live!
Should you be interested in joining please contact:
Lion David Lawton at 860.324.8356
If sending a contribution it can be made to: East Granby Lions Charities Inc.
Please Mail to:
East Granby Lions Charities Inc. 81 Kimberly Road, East Granby, CT 06026
Best regards,
The East Granby LIONS Club
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East Granby Fire Marshal’s Office Safety Tips
Open Burning Permit Process
The East Granby Fire Marshal’s Office has been
assigned the duties of the Open Burning Official for
the Town of East Granby. The permit fee has remained
the same at $25 and should be made payable to the
Town of East Granby. Our office is part time so please
plan ahead for days that you would like to conduct the
burning in order to obtain the needed permit.
Open burning permit applications and copies of our
guidelines are available at the First Selectman’s Office
or the Fire Marshal’s Office. The permit will only be
valid once the burn site has been inspected and the
open burning official has signed the permit. It is still
the responsibility of the resident to follow the Town of
East Granby’s guidelines for open burning.

Recalled Items from the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission
Residents should be aware of a couple of products
which were recently recalled by the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission. The Consumer Product
Safety Commission maintains a database of recalled
products for consumers. Their website is
www.cpsc.gov and I encourage residents to
occasionally visit the website to review any recalls.
Below is not a complete list of recalls that have been
issued since the last newsletter; the complete list is
contained on their website. There is also information
on a new app for mobile devices which allows for
faster information from their website.
Enerco Group Recalls DeWALT
Cordless Kerosene Heaters Due to Fire and
Carbon Monoxide Poisoning Hazards
This recall involves DeWALT cordless kerosene
forced-air heaters model number DXH90CFAK with
serial numbers 340902-20001001 through 34090220004000 and model number DXH90CFAKM with
serial numbers 340901-20001001 through 34090120001500. The heaters have a black tank/base, a yellow
body, and a gray combustion barrel. “DeWALT” and
“90,000 BTU” are printed in yellow on the combustion
barrel. The model number and serial number are located
on the side panel opposite the controls. The heaters can
re-start unexpectedly while in standby mode if the room
temperature falls below the thermostat set point, posing

fire and carbon monoxide poisoning hazards.
Consumers should immediately stop using the recalled
heaters and contact Enerco for a free replacement
corded heater at 800-964-4328.
Victory Innovations Recalls Electrostatic Sprayers
with Lithium-ion Battery Packs Due to Fire and
Explosion Hazards
This recall involves Victory Innovations and Protexusbranded cordless handheld and backpack electrostatic
sprayers used to disinfect surfaces. They come with a
nozzle, nozzle wrench, tank, lithium-ion battery pack
and a battery pack charger. The Victory Innovations
cordless sprayers have a green and white exterior. The
Victory Innovations logo appears on the front or the
side of the green and white sprayers and model VP20A or VP-20B appears on the battery pack. The
Protexus logo appears on the front or the side of the
black and white sprayers and model PX20A or PX20B
appears on the battery back. Battery packs on recalled
units have visible screw heads and a case with no
parting lines. The sprayer’s rechargeable lithium-ion
battery pack can overheat and melt, posing a risk of the
product catching fire and/or exploding.
Consumers should immediately stop using the recalled
sprayers, remove the battery pack and dispose it in
accordance with local laws for disposal of lithium-ion
batteries, and contact Victory Innovations for a free
replacement battery pack, including shipping. Contact
Victory Innovations toll-free at 888-674-2482.

Daylight Savings Time
A simple reminder to all residents that daylight savings
time occurs on March 14 of this year at 2AM and is a
time when you should be checking your smoke
detectors and replacing the batteries in them. The East
Granby Fire Marshal’s Office provides this service free
of charge to our residents. A smoke detector has a life
span of 10 years. If your detector is battery operated
and is over 10 years old we will replace the detector
free of charge for you. Simply contact our office at
860-653-3444 to schedule an appointment. As we are
part time and our hours can vary, email is an even faster
way to reach us:
KennethB@egtownhall.com
JohnL@egtownhall.com
RichardD@egtownhall.com

Microwave
Oven Safety
With busy lives, families rely on the microwave oven as a quick way
to heat up a meal, warm up a drink or defrost dinner. While the
convenience of the microwave oven is
something we take for granted, safety
should not be. By following a few simple
safety tips you can prevent painful
burns and possible fires.
SAFETY TIPS
KKK PURCHASE a microwave oven that is listed by a
qaulified testing laboratory. Make sure to complete
and return the product registration card. This way
the manufacturer can reach you if there is a recall
on the product.
KKK PLUG the microwave oven directly into the wall
outlet — never use an extension cord.
KKK MAKE sure the microwave oven is at a safe height,
within easy reach of all users.
KKK OPEN food slowly, away from the face. Hot steam
or the food itself can cause burns.
KKK FOOD heats unevenly in microwave ovens. Stir and
test before eating or giving to children.
KKK NEVER heat a baby bottle in the microwave.
Since a microwave oven heats unevenly, it can
create hot pockets, leading to burns. Warm a
bottle in a bowl of warm — not hot or boiling —
water, or by running it under the tap.

MICROWAVE USE

Always supervise children
when they are using a
microwave oven.
Use only microwave-safe food
containers or dishes. Never use
aluminum foil or metal in a
microwave oven.
If you have a fire in the
microwave, leave the door
closed, turn the oven off and
unplug it from the wall. If the
fire does not go out, get outside
and call the fire department.

FACT
Scald burns are the leading cause
of injury from microwave ovens.

East Granby Fire Marshal's Office
Your Source for SAFETY Information

NFPA Public Education Division • 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169

www.nfpa.org/education ©NFPA 2016

860-653-3444

EAST GRANBY SENIOR CENTER

DIAL-A-RIDE ON THE MINI BUS
Grocery, Pharmacy & Banking every Wednesday
Doctor, Dentist, Hairdresser & Personal Care Appointments every Tuesday and Thursday 9:00
AM until 3:00 PM. Appointments should be scheduled no earlier than 9:00 AM and no later
than 3:00 PM.
Call (860)413-3327 at least 24 hours in advance. Your reservation will be recorded on the
voicemail system and a driver will call you to confirm. There is no charge to use the Mini Bus
but an annual donation of $20 is greatly appreciated. MASKS REQUIRED.
GET FIT EXERCISE CLASS
Mondays and Wednesdays 10:00 AM-11:00 AM beginning April 5th at the Senior Center—$4.00
drop in cost. Improve fitness, balance, strength, flexibility, range of motion, and posture. This
ALL LEVELS class uses hand weights, exercise bands, and loops done in or next to a chair for
safety. SPACE IS LIMITED AND YOU MUST CALL 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE TO RESERVE YOUR
SPOT. MASKS REQUIRED AND SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS WILL BE IN PLACE (no
class 4/12, 4/14).
KNITTERS & CROCHETERS
The first and third Wednesdays of each month from 1:00-3:00 PM beginning April 7th at the East
Granby Senior Center. Come and socialize, work on your own project, meet other knitters and
crocheters, or make items to donate to area hospitals, shelters, or schools. SPACE IS LIMITED
AND YOU MUST CALL 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT. MASKS REQUIRED
AND SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS WILL BE IN PLACE.

COVID VACCINE INFORMATION
Beginning March 1st residents age 55+ are eligible to register for the COVID-19 vaccination. You
can visit https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/COVID-19-Vaccination-Scheduling-Options or call
877-918-2224 for vaccination scheduling options

Call (860) 413-3334 or email kellyj@egtownhall.com

East Granby Long Term Recovery Committee – COVID
This Questionnaire Addendum is intended to further address concerns raised in responses to
the LTRC first request for information from residents of East Granby. As before, all responses
are confidential and data is tabulated in the aggregate.

Concerns regarding Access to Social Interaction
Are you presently concerned about access to social activity? Yes ____ No ____
If Yes, please indicate which concerns affect you? (mark all that apply)
___ I live alone and do not have access to my social groups due to COVID restrictions.
___ I miss access to sponsored group programs (e.g. Library, Senior Center).
___ I do not have transportation to activities/programs that are still available.
___ I do not have reliable access to technology to keep me connected or access information.
___ I am not comfortable using Zoom (or similar) technology to keep in contact with others.
Under the current COVID guidelines, have you been utilizing home delivery for groceries and
other home goods?
Yes ___ No ___
Under the current COVID guidelines, have you been utilizing home delivery for meals?
Yes ___ No ___
If Yes, to either, have you had any difficulties in getting your deliveries?
Yes ___ No ____
If Yes, what type of difficulty have you encountered?
Are you comfortable being indoors at events (social, church, etc.) that comply with the State
occupancy limits?
Yes ___ No ____
If No, what would make you more comfortable being in such situations?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

If you need transportation to activity outside the home (medical appointment, grocery shopping,
etc.), how are you currently getting there?
___ Family member or friend
___ Uber (or similar) resource
___ Sponsored transportation assistance (Rotary, Town, etc.)
___ Other ______________________________________

Concerns regarding Work/School at Home
Are you presently working from home? Yes ___ No ____
If Yes, are you presently encountering any challenges? If so, please share
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Are you presently schooling at home? Yes ___ No ____
If Yes, is in-school attendance an option for your child(ren)? Yes ___ No ___
If Yes, are they attending in-person classes at any level?

Yes ___ No ___

Do you have more than one child schooling "at home"? Yes ___ No ___
Have you encountered challenges with any of the following? (mark all that apply)
___ Lack of access to technology (tablet, computer, etc.)
___ Maintaining functional connectivity to school sessions
___ Maintaining a space for child(ren) to attend sessions
___ Maintaining student's interest/focus during sessions
___ Balancing on-line attendance with other demands
___ Other __________________________________________________________________
Do you have pre-school age children at home? Yes ___ No ___
If Yes, do they presently have an in-person option for day care available? Yes ___ No ___
If No, and one became available, would you be comfortable accessing it? Yes ___ No ___

General Questions/Information
Have you recently pursued related services from the Town of East Granby? Yes ___ No ___
If Yes, were the services accessible to you? Yes ___ No ___

If you have a future need for related services, do you feel comfortable about how to contact
the appropriate resources at the Town offices? Yes ___ No ___

Would you like a resource from the Town to reach out to you about a current or expected
need? If Yes, please provide your contact information (email or phone number)
______________________________________________________________________________

If the Town compiles a Contact List for communicating about resources and services available
to assist residents in addressing their COVID concerns, would you like to be included?
______________________________________________________________________________

If you are interested in participating on, or supporting, the LTRC - COVID committee, please
c ac he Fi Se ec a
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office. Thank you for your consideration and support.
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79 North Main Street
PO Box 1858
East Granby, CT 06026
Email: aliciav@egtownhall.com
Phone: 860-653-7660
Fax: 860-413-3702
www.eastgranbyct.myrec.com

Painting in Watercolor
Join award winning artist Lori Rapuano and learn how
to paint in watercolor. This program is designed for all
experience levels. Each student will work at their own
pace, with individual assistance given. Guidance will
be provided on drawing, color theory, composition, and
design elements and, of course, watercolor technique.
Bring reference photos to work from, and your own
materials. Small class size will ensure personal
attention.
Wednesday mornings from 9:30am - 11:30am
March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, 2021 for $125
April 7, 14, 21, 28, 2021 for $100
New Tuesday Evening classes from 7:00 - 9:00pm
March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021 for $125
April 6, 13, 20, 27, 2021 for $100
COVID-19 guidelines require all participants to fill out
a waiver and wear masks during the class.

Slow Flow Vinyasa Yoga
While connecting breath to
movement, we will start with a
warm-up then flow through a
series of yoga poses (asanas)
building heat slowly and gently and ending in a relaxing
Savasana. Modifications will be given for all
levels. Blocks, straps and knee pads will be available
to assist your practice. Bring your own yoga mat.
This class is great for those newer to yoga or those
wanting to slow it down in a basic flow class. Questions
can be emailed to the instructor at MrsSuziQ@cox.net.
Winter Session: (Mondays: 6:30pm - 7:30pm). At this
time our yoga class is running virtually and when
COVID-19 rules and regulations allow we will return to
meeting in person.

March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 2021
April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2021
Schedule updated online at:
https://eastgranbyct.myrec.com/info/activities/defaul
t.aspx
The cost for a one-time class is $8 and you can pay
below. We will also offer a 10-class punch card
($72) or a 6-class punch card ($40).

Adult Intermediate/Advanced
Tap & Jazz Dance Program
This fun class is geared towards adult students, who
are returning to dance and have past dance
experience. Join instructor Miss Cindy for this Jazz
and Tap class.
The moves you will be learning will help gain
sharpened reflexes as well as balance, mobility, and
strength. Join us on Thursdays from 8:00 – 8:45pm.
Session costs $75.
Spring Session 4: April 1, 8, 22, 29 & May 6, 20,
2021. This class is in-person at the Recreation
Building at East Granby Farms.

Beginner Teen & Adult
Tap and Jazz Dance Program
This fun class is geared towards teens or adults that
are new to tap and jazz. The moves you will be
learning will help gain sharpened reflexes as well as
balance, mobility, and strength.
Join us on
Thursdays from 7:00pm - 7:45pm. Session costs
$75.
Spring Session 4: April 1, 8, 22, 29 & May 6, 20,
2021. This class is in-person at the Recreation
Building at East Granby Farms.

Spring Craft Program
Join the creative Recreation Staff for this
kid-friendly craft program. Join us to
celebrate May and spring with a funfilled afternoon on Saturday, May 1.

Annual Town Easter Egg Hunt
Join us for the annual town Easter egg hunt. Open to
all town residents and their family’s ages birth - 5th
grade. This is a free event, but pre-registration is
required! The egg hunt is held rain or shine.
To allow for COVID guidelines and restrictions you will
need to register in-advance and space is limited in each
time-slot. Groups will be broken down into the ages
below:
v
v
v

Birth - Preschool aged children
Kindergarten - 2nd grade:
3rd - 5th graders:

The event will be held on Saturday, April 3, 2021 and
times will vary based on the age of your child. This
information will be available when you register on the
Parks and Recreation website.
Be sure to bring a basket or bag to put your eggs in.
The egg hunts are geared toward all town children birth
- 5th graders.
Please bring a non-perishable food item for the East
Granby Friend to Friend Food Pantry.

Operation Egg Drop

Kindergarten – 2nd grade: from 12:30 – 2:00pm
2nd – 5th grade: 2:30 – 4:00pm
The cost is $15.

PGA Junior League Travel Team
(Spring)
Be part of the Copper Hill PGA Junior League! A
team-based approach and a great growth
opportunity for your young golfer. Spring PGA Junior
League is mainly an 'in-house' league - depending
on number of registrants, there will be 3 to 6 teams
who will play against each other at Copper Hill.
There may be some away matches depending on
other golf courses’ availability.
Begins Sat April 24 (times vary based on day –
full schedule available upon request)
Cost: $179 before 4/1 and $199 after 4/1. To
register please contact the Parks and Recreation
Office at 860/653-7660 or via email at
aliciav@egtownhall.com.

Player Level Golf Camp at
Copperhill Golf Course
(April break)

For our families that are unable to attend the Annual
Town Easter Egg Hunt we will offer an egg drop option.
The East Bunny and helpers will deliver a bag of Easter
Eggs to your home on Friday, April 2, 2021. This will be
a contactless option. For more details, please see the
Parks and Recreation website.

Start the season out right with this 4-day camp
focusing on content, practice, and assessment.
Sportsmanship etiquette and rules of play will be
stressed as well as nutrition, fitness, and skill
development, “near golf course experience” and
assessments of each level.

This program will be open to all East Granby residents,
but space is limited so be sure to register early.

Lunch and all fees are included. Please contact the
Parks and Recreation Office at 860/653-7660 or via
email aliciav@egtownhall.com.
When: Monday -Friday April 12 – 15, 2021
Time: 9:00am – 3:30pm
Cost: $275 before 4/1 and $299 after 4/1

Spring Youth Programming
Growing Healthy Kids
Join us for our new format of Growing
Healthy Kids! Take the stress out of
healthy eating for you and your child! We
make healthy eating fun by learning how food grows,
what young people our age around the world eat, and
how we can prepare food to taste best to our personal
liking. Learning is hands on, experimental, and highly
interactive. The series is taught by Nutritionist, Alicia
Newton from Nourish My Soul. Occasionally we will
have guests from our Jr Chef program to mentor this
younger group and model a positive relationship with
healthy food.
Each program will run monthly and will focus on a
specific topic. For February she will focus on Heart
Healthy Meals.
Growing Healthy Kids is open to all youth ages 6 10.
Classes will take place at the East
Granby Community Center on Thursdays, from 4:00pm
- 5:30pm.
Themes for the upcoming months:
April- Snack Time
May-Breakfast of Champions
June- Pack the Perfect Picnic
When: Class meets Thursdays
April Session: April 1, 8, 22, 29, 2021
May 6, 13, 20, 27, 2021
Time: 4:00-5:30pm

This program was developed by Nutritionist, Alicia
Newton after years of working with families to
develop healthier eating habits. Meet you in the
kitchen where we will be stirring up change!
The Spring session will run on Tuesdays from
4:00pm – 6:00pm at the East Granby Community
Center. The dates for this session are April 20, 27 &
May 4, 11, 18, 25, 2021. The cost is $149 for
residents and $159 for non-residents.
New option: Join Alicia via Zoom for a virtual
option. Supplies needed will be emailed to
participants and you will be able to zoom in and join
other students and enjoy the benefits of working at
your own home.

Introduction to
Horseback Riding
Looking for an opportunity for your
child to learn to ride? Improve their current riding
skills? Join our advanced riding instructors in this
introductory set of lessons. Held off site in the indoor
barn at End of Hunt Equestrian Center.
Instructor: End of Hunt Farms, Suffield CT
Location: 1360 Hill Street, Suffield CT
An approved safety riding helmet will be provided.
Riders must wear jeans or riding pants, shoes with
low heels.
When: Tuesdays, 5/5/2020 – 5/19/2020
Time: 4:30 PM - 5:30 PM

Where: East Granby Farms Recreational Area
Cost: $45 resident $55 non-resident Ages: 6-10

Where: End of Hunt Farms - Training Center
(955 Russell Avenue, Suffield CT)
Cost: $105.00

What’s Cooking
Jr. Chef
Join us in this youth
development program exploring the fundamentals of
culinary arts, food systems, and nutritional education.
The program is designed to help youth to develop
leadership, teamwork, and culinary skills as well as gain
nutritional knowledge and a new appreciation for
diverse, healthy and sustainably produced food.

Ages: 3 - 17

Preschool Play Time
Need some time out with your little
ones? Tired of being cooped up
inside? Come join other moms and
dads for a fun filled morning of play, crafts and
socializing. Give yourself a change to start the week
off right. This is a parent-child class. Please bring a
nut-free snack and drink for circle time.

When: Practices are 2 times a week and times and
dates vary. You will have an opportunity to tell us
what nights do not work for your family. Games are
usually Saturday mornings.
Cost: $89 for EG residents; $100 for non-residents.
Ages: 6 years old – 14 years old
Where: East Granby Farms Recreation Area

Coming back on Mondays from 9:30am - 10:30am for
our Spring Session: $30 for all 5 classes or a drop-in
fee of $10.
Mondays: May 3 – June 8, 2021
(no class May 24) at the Recreation Building at East
Granby Farms.
This program is geared toward those children not yet
enrolled in kindergarten.

Spring Youth Tennis
Program
We will be offering a spring
tennis program for our
middle school and elementary school youth. We are
currently working out dates and times. Please check
our website for more updated dates and times.

Spring NFL Flag
Football
NFL Flag Football is the
premier youth football program
for boys and girls. The program provides young players
a fun and exciting opportunity to engage in a noncontact, continuous action sport, while learning lessons
in teamwork.
The Spring 2021 program begins the week of May 3rd
and runs until June 12th, 2021. Assessments will be
held to assist the coaches in creating teams. No
experience is needed!
Practice will be held 2 times a week. The day(s) of
practice is set by the coaches; during the registration
process you will be asked which nights do not work for
your family. Most games will be held on Saturday
mornings. No games or practices over Memorial Day
Weekend. The game schedule is based on the number
of teams in the league.
Last day to register is Sunday, April 28, 2021. No late
registrations will be accepted.
The program is held at East Granby Farms (79 North
Main Street) and Granbrook Park (Granbrook Park
Road). All players are required to wear a mouth guard
and cleats for practices and games. All players will
receive an NFL Flag Football jersey.

Ballet & Tap Dance Program (K-2)
Join us for an energetic class that introduces young
dancers to ballet sequences, and the basic steps of
tap. We will work on rhythm, musicality, and
terminology. Join Miss Cindy and get Dancing!
Spring Session 4: Thursdays: April 1, 8, 22, 29 &
May 6, 20 from 4:00pm - 4:45pm
Cost: $75

Ballet Tap & Jazz (3rd – 5th graders)
Join Miss Cindy for a fundamentals class that will
teach techniques in ballet, tap and jazz. More
experienced dancers will work with her on improving
technique and building skills.
Spring Session 4: Thursdays: April 1, 8, 22, 29 &
May 6, 20 from 4:00pm - 4:45pm at the Recreation
Building at East Granby Farms.
Cost: $75

Ballet Tap & Jazz (4th – 6th graders)

The staff is trained to handle the specific needs of
these young athletes.

Join us for an energetic class that introduces young
dancers to ballet sequences, and the basic steps of
tap. We will work on rhythm, musicality and
terminology. Join Miss Cindy and get Dancing!

The program will run on Thursdays for April 22 – May
20, 2021 from 5:00pm -5:45pm.

Spring Session 4: Saturdays: April 3, 10, 24, May 1,
8, 22, 2021 from 9:45am – 10:30am in the Recreation
Building at East Granby Farms.
Cost: $75

Hip Hop (1st – 5th graders)
This high energy class teaches rhythm, coordination
and balance set to fun, upbeat age-appropriate music.
Join Miss Cindy to learn new skills or improve the ones
you have!!
Spring session 4: Thursdays: April 1, 8, 22, 29 & May
6, 20, 2021 from 6:00pm - 6:45pm in the Recreation
Building at East Granby Farms.
Cost $75

Tiny Dancers
This class is designed to introduction dance class for
our younger dancers. The program will teach listening,
gross motor skills, as well as social skills, through basic
dance activities. Basic ballet & jazz techniques will be
taught. Join Miss Cindy for a fun filled time!
Saturdays: Spring Session 4: Saturdays: April 3, 10,
24, May 1, 8, 22, 2021 from 9:00am - 9:30am.
Cost: $75

Spring Skyhawks –
Tiny Hawks Program
(3–4-year-olds)
The essentials of basketball and
soccer are introduced in a fun and safe environment
with lots of encouragement. Children will learn
balance, body movement, hand/eye coordination,
and skill development through a series of sportspecific games tailored to their attention span.

Cost is $79.

Spring Skyhawks - Mini Hawks Baseball, Basketball & Soccer
This multi-sport program gives children a positive
first step into athletics. The essentials of baseball,
basketball and soccer are taught in a safe,
structured environment with lots of encouragement
and a focus on fun. Our Mini-Hawk games and
activities were designed to allow campers the
opportunity to explore balance, movement,
hand/eye coordination and skill development at their
own pace. Skyhawks staff are trained to handle the
specific needs of young athletes.
Participants
should
bring
shin
guards
(recommended), appropriate clothing, water bottle,
and sneakers.
This program is geared toward children 5-7 years of
age. Our program will run for Thursdays from
6:00pm - 6:45pm at East Granby Farms. We have
a rain date of June 30th.
Cost: $79.

Summer Camps 2021
Summer programs will be available on the Parks
and Recreation website on Friday, March 12:
https://eastgranbyct.myrec.com/info/activities/defaul
t.aspx
v
Camp Granbrook
v
Mini Adventures Camp
v
Nature Camp
v
Wicked Cool Kids
v
Code Wiz
v
Dance Camps
v
Circuit Labs
v
What’s Cooking Jr Chef
v
Growing Healthy Kids
v
Flag Football
v
Summer Tennis
v
Horseback Riding

79 North Main Street
PO Box 1858
East Granby, CT 06026
Email: aliciav@egtownhall.com
Phone: 860-653-7660
Fax: 860-413-3702
www.eastgranbyct.myrec.com

Summer Employment and Volunteer Opportunities
East Granby Parks and Recreation is currently accepting applications for both their Counselor in Training (CIT)
and Counselor positions.
The CIT program is a volunteer program open to any student ages 12-15 who is interested in working with our
pre-school mini adventurer camp and/or our Camp Granbrook program.
The Counselor program is a paid position open to all those age 16 and older. We will consider those students
who are 15 and have past CIT experience.
Applications and additional information are available
https://eastgranbyct.myrec.com/info/activities/default.aspx

on

the

Parks

and

Recreation

website:

East Granby Youth Services
For information on the most current programs, events, and services available
please contact us:
Susan J. Lawshe, JD, LMFT
Call: (860) 653-7800
Email: SueL@egtownhall.com
Mason Williams, Program Coordinator
Call: (860) 653-7660
Email: Mason@egtownhall.com
Website:
www.eastgranbyct.org/commision-on-youth-services
79 North Main Street - PO Box 1858
East Granby, CT 06026
860-653-7660

East Granby Youth Service Bureau
The mission of the East Granby service Bureau is to coordinate the delivery of communitybased services for prevention, intervention, treatment, and follow up for at risk youth, and to
provide opportunities for all youth to function as responsible members of the community.

Commission on Youth Services
The commission on Youth Services (CYS) has been established to serve in an advisory capacity
and support the mission and staff of the Youth Services Bureau. Members are appointed by the
board of selectman and represent various segments of the community including law
enforcement, education, children and families, and local business and organization. The goal of
the CYS is to advocate for our youth population by evaluating priority needs and interests on an
ongoing basis and assisting the YSB in the development of appropriate programs and services.
Meeting are held every third Monday of the month and are open to the public.

Counseling Services
Counseling services addressing emotional, behavioral, and mental health issues are available
for children and families residing in East Granby. We provide parenting support, family therapy,
individual therapy, play therapy for children, and school consultation. School, parent, and self
referrals are accepted. All services are professional and confidential and are offered free of
charge to East Granby residents.
We can address a range of issues including:
o Common developmental issues
o School behavior and/or peer relationship issues
o Family conflicts
o Suicide ideation
o Depression
o Anger management
o Eating disorders
o Substance abuse
o Self-mutilation

East Granby Youth Services Bureau recognizes that these last few months have
presented challenges to families. Here are some simple things you can do to help family &
friends:
o Get unnecessary medication out of your house.
o Reach out for services. Getting a family member connected to counseling can help
tremendously.
o In CT, it is against the law to knowingly permit any minor to possess alcohol. It is not safe
to let your teen and their friends drink in your house, so make very clear rules.
Communicate with your teen about the dangers and the consequences.
For resources and talking points on how to start the conversation with your teen: Go
towww.drugfree.org, portal.ct.gov/dmhas, or www.kidshealth.org.

Middle School Youth Action Council Summary
In the Middle School YAC group, we are working on several exciting programs that the children
are putting together. One group is organizing a Virtual Lego Competition, which will be held at
the end of March/early April for kindergarten through 5th grade students. If you don’t have Legos
at home, don’t worry because the Library has graciously offered to allow us to use their
collection. Prizes will be given to all in a number of areas!
The entire group will be working on activities to cheer up individuals in the community as we are
dealing with all the COVID-19 restrictions. We will be writing cards to patients and staff at a local
nursing home and are working on care packages for those in need to distribute in the spring.
Lastly, the entire middle school YAC will be participating in the Red Cross Babysitting course in
order to get certified so we are able to provide more knowledgeable babysitting services at
community events.

High School Youth Action Council Summary
This year looked a lot different than previous years as the nation battles COVID-19. Luckily, the
group was still able to run some of our popular events. On February 13th, we were able to hold
a virtual Valentine’s Day craft event! Crafts were delivered prior to the event and our group had
a blast! Children decorated heart shaped magnets, wind-up dinosaur heart toys, and magic color
scratch Valentine’s Day monsters. Thank you to everyone who attended our event. Special
thanks to Allison Strzegowski, Erin Russell, Sarah Springer, Lauren Monegan, and Julia Walsh
for helping run the event.

Boys Council
A fun group for boys in 4-6th grade that blends play with guided discussions to help them build
social skills and develop an understanding of what it means to them to be a boy
in today’s society. Topics touch on friendship, competition, stereotypes, and self esteem. This
program will be run Virtually with Mason Williams on Zoom. Crafts and activities will be paired
with other games and social learning exercises following the One Circle Foundation curriculum.
This is not a therapy group but is structured to provide social skills instruction and support as
needed. Eight participants max.
Register online at:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfhxwVB4hEMYVUkmXJr3_dY5VJTX0sB2yVN_iBgHgehzU1Q/viewform?usp=sf_link

Home Alone Safety for Kids
Home Alone Safety for Kids is a unique class for boys and girls ages 8 to 13 years old who are
left home alone. This interactive 90 minute course will cover safety concerns parents have when
their children are by themselves. Students will learn to be more aware of the potential dangers
that they could face when they are alone.
Each student will receive a workbook that covers house key safety, indoor and outdoor (including
kitchen) safety, gun safety, fires, and gas leaks. We will also review first aid kit essentials and
phone, door, and internet safety.
The class size is limited to fifteen students to allow for optimal opportunities for participation.
Parents/guardians are asked to attend the last ten minutes of the course. They will receive a
workbook with conversations starters such as creating a family fire escape plan and the
importance of an emergency contact list.
Sarah Maffiolini is an experienced Youth Services Bureau Coordinator skilled in adolescent
education and positive youth development. She has over five years of experience facilitating this
workshop. She is a strong community and social services professional with a Bachelor of Arts in
Psychology. For more information about this workshop please contact Sarah at 860-830-9619
or sarah.maff@gmail.com.
Register online at: https://eastgranbyct.myrec.com

Join Us for a Lego Fest!
The Middle School Youth Action Council will be hosting a
virtual Lego contest for grades K-5. No Legos?? No stress!!
Let us know and we will provide them! Come pick them up in
the Library the week before!
When: K-2nd grades April 10th 3-5 pm
3rd-5th grades April 11th 3-5pm
Register online at: https://eastgranbyct.myrec.com/info/default.aspx

Juvenile Review Board
A Juvenile Review Board (JRB) has been established to provide a community-based program
for diverting eligible juvenile cases from the Juvenile Justice System, and to provide intervention
at the local level. The JRB is comprised of 11 members appointed by the Board of Selectmen
representing key areas of our community, including law enforcement, school officials, court
personnel, and local community members. The goal of the JRB is to make effective
recommendations to assist the juvenile in avoiding repeat behaviors leading to an arrest or a
school based referral to the Juvenile Justice System.

**For the latest updates please look on our website.**

East Granby High Sch
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Second Quarter 2020-2021

--- HIGH HONORS --GRADE 9
Ashlyn Allen
Kyle Anthony
Kieran Beman
Cecilia Carcorze-LeFebvre
Alexander Cardoso
James Fagnant
Emmett Gallagher
Mira Goberman
Aliliana Gregory
Taylor Hayes
Shannon Jones
Jackson Moore
Sara Moore
Aishani Nagamalla
Leo Nordell
Cadence Norige
Aditri Patti
Liam Phelan
Ethan Sirotnak
Abigail Wegrzyniak

GRADE 10
Maria Amisano
Ryan Barry
Megan Benner
Melina Betts
Abigail Case
Geoffrey Durante
Morgan Egan
Brady Gill
Holly Grenier
Ava Guyer
Luke Guyer
Ryan Hall
Nicholas Huapaya
Samantha Kovaleski
Nathan Kraiza
Gavin Kulch
Jaidyn Lacharite
Sophie Landolina
Shreyas Lenkala
ChenHui Li
Lauren MacKinnon
Camden Malinowski
Larissa McDonough
Lauren Monegan
McKenna Moore
Kathryn Patrizzi
Sean Pitney
Kiernan Rudzik
Adam Sakti
Evangeline Smith
Nathaniel Swanson
Madeline Tracey
Julia Walsh

GRADE 11
Taylor Andrews
Vincente Auger
Colby Betts
Sheza Chaudhry
Melanie Chen
Brooke DeJesus
Jasmyn Dunlevy
Matthew Fagnant
Cayleigh Goberman
Jason Ho
Tirna Iqbal
Meghan Jones
Patrick Lakomy
Paige Lareau
Charlotte Michaud
Mila Miller
Ashley Moore
Shannon Pham
Victoria Pham
Sarah Phillips
Sebastian Ramey
Erin Russell
Sarah Springer

GRADE 12
Jaya Badhe
Jamison Belliveau
Julia Broome
Jordan Buldrini
Victoria Cannon
Steven Chen
Katharine Duray
Erika Eaton
Austin Gelinas
Emma Griffin
Sean Griffin
Amanda Jacius
Allison Landolina
Sarah Lostowski
Kaitlyn Morano
Tyler Nardi
Sofia Pasquantonio
William Pitney
Jasmine Ritter
Michael Santos
Ryan Velleman
T'san Walsh
Brian Yi
Erika Yourous

--- HONORS --GRADE 9

GRADE 10

Jacob Cappiello
Sienna Copeland
Nathan DeFreitas
McRea Michaud
Mikheil Namoradze
Derek Rybczyk
Caedessey Williams

Nicholas Braga
Teresa Galloway
Dylan Gates
Austin Griffin
Magnus Jambard
Marissa Lyman
Hailey Lynds
Deshawn McClymont
Maeve McConnell
Ana Namoradze
Benjamin Nardi
Leila Schoenfeld
Makenzie Vick

GRADE 11
Troy Artis
Rhys Brauer
Jearlin Cabrera
Liam Flanagan
Matthew Fortier
Benjamin Lakomy
Evan Malinowski
Sebastian Ruiz
Kaharie Wilson
Arne Worlund

GRADE 12
Andrew Allen
Connor Anthony
Erik Bade
Christian Barry
Samuel Benner
Ashley Cappiello
Madison Chamberlain
Jacob Feliciano
Logan French
Amaya Karjohn
Christopher Lorigan
Michael Luciuk
Jonathan Pedraza
Jamilyn Rathbun
Andrew Reardon
Denise Ruiz
Madalynne Stone
Allison Strzegowski
Abby Tubridy
Nicholas Williams
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Second Quarter 2020-2021

--- HIGH HONORS --GRADE 6
Elizabeth Adams
Amani AkeddeBernstein
Gabriella Aviles
Patrick Baran
Elizabeth Bissell
Jeanette Cabrera
Gianna Caron
Kaitlyn Clemens
Kasey Clemens
Stephanie Clement
Emily Dallesander
Colin Daly
Carson Elsner
Isaac Gaudette
Evan Hanks
Aidan Hayes
Daniel Jacius
Kavin Jayaganesh

Jordon LaCharite
Emma Leadbeater
Anay Mahindru
Sophie McKenna
Aislinn Moore
Sean O Connor
Christina Patterson
Jamien Pedraza
Myles Pisanti
Lorenzo Policella
Nathan Russell
Jake Schlagenhauf
Liam Smith
Robyn Triblets
Alyana VanBeek
Brenn Vaughn
John Walsh

GRADE 7
Riley Anderson
Adarsh Atluri
Anastasia Augsberger
Karina Baran
Alexa Bednarz
Adrian Bento
Maya Betts
Maria Caracciolo
Olivia Caravello
Andrew Case
Cassidy Clark
Genevieve Corricelli
Izabella Dallesander
Mackenzie Delpha
Ella DeSimone
Eliza Ersan
Leila Feliciano
Malia Gabbidon
Morgan Gabbidon
Mia Grabowski
Anna Griffin

Gabriella Hayes
Tamia Hewitt
Thomas Jacius
Nathan James
Sreekirthana Kolla
Abhinav Lenkala
Hansika Lenkala
Christopher Lloyd
Beckett Lowman
Ra'Miya Matthews
Maya Mosteanu
Sebi Prescott
Benjamin Proulx
Elijah Rich
Christopher Rohrs
Elianna Russo
Anas Sakti
Varshny Sriganesh
Andrew Yi
Patrick Zhang

GRADE 8
Tanvi Bandikallu
Hannah Broome
Jordan Collie
James Crocker
Davin Dziedzic
Oliver Forero
Jesse Gao
Mia Hines
Kayla Holjes
Greta Jambard
Caelan Jones
Taylor Kohrer
Alyssa Kovaleski
Joshua Lemire
Michael Lemire
Hailey Litchfield

Tyler Marques
Adela McKinney
Mya McPherson
And e O Connor
Ava Pasquantonio
Alexandra Podbielski
Brenna Rapose
Chloe Rapose
Ryan Rickevicius
Kiley Rudzik
Riley Ruggiero
Sheridan Scott
William Van Neil
Maximilian Vaughn
Ava Walsh
Cassi Worlund

--- HONORS --GRADE 6
Hadley Akerlind
Chennacy Copeland
Isabella Huapaya
Benjamin Resto

GRADE 7
Tyler Burke
Jean Lucas Cabrera
Ashton Egan
Killian Lizon
Cole Malinowski
Leilany Sanchez
Devin Sirotnak
Jack Slocum
Katelin Wolf

GRADE 8
Sarina Abrham
Antonio Amisano
Christopher Clement
Jenna Connole
Brendan Egan
Ryan Hecht
Jayden Pedraza
Jackson Pisati
Robert Ravens-Seger

EAST GRANBY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
A Retrospective: EGPS Looks Back
A year ago this month, Governor Lamont announced a two-week closure of schools beginning March 15th, as the
number of COVID-19 positive cases in CT increased to 26 people. We now know, those two weeks stretched on
and on, until the 2019-2020 school year came to a close. Luckily, East Granby Public Schools began preparing
for such an event in February. We discussed with faculty and staff how we could accomplish online schooling, as
e a ai i g h e h had
ed G g e C a
. Teache
h did already have an online classroom
established began to formulate one. Our Instructional Technology Department quickly assessed our inventory and
ordered additional devices, thereby avoiding the shortage faced by so many districts across the nation. (There
are still schools in our state without enough devices to this day!)
Ca A g e E e e a
ch
ha a e
i ci a af e M . Ma ah Uh i ge
e i e e hi Se e be . M .
Bob McGrath, former principal at R.D. Seymour Elementary made a smooth transition before her departure.
Rece
, M . Uh i ge e i i ced
he
i ch
e
e ea i g a
i g. The A g e eache
e he
challenge of quickly moving to online teaching and learning through collaboration, persistence and dedication.
Since not having had prior experience with Google classroom, they had to not only master it, they had to develop,
ec d a d
e
. The eache he ed
de
a d ae
de e
he i
eeded
a iga e he
virtual learning activities and trouble h
b e . M . Uh i ge c i ed, The A g e eachi g aff did a
outstanding job of developing meaningful and high-quality learning opportunities in record time and throughout
he
i g, he efi ed hei
i a d
edge. I a a e learning partnership.
One of the online platforms used in PreK through third grade is Seesaw, which Kristie Smith uses for both remote
learning and in-c a ac i i ie . M . S i h aid, I a
i eh
I ca g h gh he c
i
f ac i i ie , a e
them and then modify them for my own class or I can create activities from scratch. This comes in really handy
for students with special needs who may need to work on skills at a lower grade level - I can easily find activities
he
e diffe e ia e.
Over the summer, all classrooms were transformed with the help of large storage containers at each building. At
Allgrove, gone were the story rugs, bean bag chairs, and cooperative play activity tables. In their place, desks six
feet apart, in rows. When he
de
e
ed M . A ie C a
fi g ade c a , he A i
ff fa i
a ed
to make sure students would have some childhood joy. Together, the Aniskoffs made cardboard vehicles that
attached to the front of the distanced desks (see photos below). The students loved them! They would raise their
ha d h gh he
f a d e e ded hei a ic di ide
e e i d hie d .
Throughout the spring and summer months, the custodians and administrative assistants worked with the admin
team to prepare the buildings for welcoming back students and teachers to in-person learning, with student and
staff safety as our number one priority. Thanks to their tireless efforts, extreme dedication to our district, and many
hours, we were able to open on time in a hybrid model. In October, we transitioned to a model for expanded intime learning. Our faculty and staff, once again, helped make the pivot occur successfully.
When the pandemic began, Marsie Luckenbach was the Dean of Students at East Granby High School, where
he
ed h gh
he
e . Wi h M . McG a h de a e f
Se
Ee e a , h e e , M .
Ma ie L c e bach, beca e he e
i ci a he e hi fa , e
i g he h e b i di g he e he had bee
a fourth grade classroom teacher for many years. Recently, Mrs. Luckenbach described a math lesson with Mrs.
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.
As part of their asynchronous learning, students created videos explaining their understanding of basic fractional

concepts. Some enhanced their explanation with paper/paper drawings. Others used flip grid tools to create digital
da i g
h
hei
edge.
While school began this fall with in- e
ea i g, e f he di a
i
e
a ha e c d ha e ch wide assemblies, concerts, or presentations. Clever teachers created ways to still have a sense of community,
e e h gh i i
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Sha
Ag g ia i
de
e e
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a i e texts based on research, which they presented virtually
to families watching from home or work. Seymour changed the in-person school-wide assemblies to virtual ones,
celebrating such occasions as Veterans Day and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. They continue to be connected
to families through their weekly blog, highlighting activities and events, along with spotlighting grade-level and
specials classes, featuring lessons students have learned.
Mr. Tim Phelan, principal of EG Middle School, talked about how quickly people across the nation point out the
loss of teaching and learning due to the new world of this pandemic. This is true in many places, as students
ha e bee i ch
f a ea , d
ha e c
e
i e e acce . He i ed
, Our students have
been fortunate enough to have learned, despite the challenges we face, a multitude of new soft skills for the
i g
d ha he e e
d ha e e e ie ced. S de
a e ca i g a d b i i g
/e ide ce,
teleconferencing, remote collaboration, differentiated instruction through digital platforms...the list could go on and
on. Throw in some good old-fashioned aseptic techniques for reduction of germ transmission, and you've got a
great list of successful on-the-job learning experiences that will never be assess-able on a standardized test. I'm
d f he a f h i i g a d be e
e a i g he e e f hei f
e.
Students in the middle school are creating presentations with Google Slides, collaborating between those who
are in-person learning and remote learners, connecting with one another throughout the week, then presenting
virtually. Teachers are providing variety through Choice Boards, as well as utilizing a variety of resources, such
as Nearpod, CommonLit, and Bitmoji Classroom. Teachers at EGMS have been paving the way with new teaching
techniques that are, essentially, involving teaching in front of a live studio audience. I often observe teachers
navigating back and forth between the in-person students and the remote learners at home to best support all of
their needs, and it's no small feat. Our teachers, despite the obstacles thrown at them, have added more tools to
their craft and advanced their pedagogy.
The initial pivot during distance learning saw the high school leading by example. Almost every teacher had a
Google Classroom last March, which students already used regularly. In addition, the students were already 1:1
with computers. High school teachers began experimenting with Google Meet last spring and helped shape the
guidelines for the district. Working with their middle school counterparts, departments disseminated their
knowledge in teacher-to-teacher PD, sharing tips and tricks for engagement, online assignments, and pacing. Mr.
DeMelo, the p i ci a e ai ed h
eache e b aced
i e ea i g, The e e e eache a i g
de
f
a
b he i e f
e i
i a i , hi e , i he
d f
cie ce, a d ha i g i a ba e-offs in their
i che f I e a i a Ba i g.
Flexibility was key when the students returned to the building in the fall. To accommodate shifting guidelines, the
need for social distancing, and changing class sizes, some teachers moved their classroom several times or had
shifts in their assignments. Once again, we were dealing with unparalleled challenges. Administrators spent hours
talking to schools from around the world who had already shifted to in-person learning, Japan, Australian, and
Sweden, to name a few. Our association with NEASC was a boon during this shift, as they had many webinars
on effective ways to teach online, structuring lunches, and creating pods within school buildings.
In January, East Granby High School was fortunate enough to hire Patrick Gustafson as the new Assistant
Principal. He began his career in West Hartford as an English teacher before transitioning to school leadership in
2010, serving as an assistant principal at both the middle and high school levels. We are thrilled to have him
aboard! Mr. Gustafson is the proud father of four boys, so he has an understanding of how changes in education
over the past year impacts students from a parent perspective.

To complement our general education staff, East Granby is so proud of our special educators, teachers,
i e e i i , e a ed e ice
ide , a a fe i a , a d
e . O e f he bigge a ea a f
hi
is we formed really great relationships with familie , aid Ka e G ge , Di ec
f S de S
Se ice . A
our meetings became virtual e e e i each he h e . Wi h
ided g ida ce f
he a e a d
consultation with families, Distance Learning Plans and Learning Model IEP Implementation Plans were
developed to meet individual needs and unique learning situations. Teams, along with families, developed a
heigh e ed a ecia i a d e ec f
e a he .
The special education department swiftly adapted their delivery methods. Some of the ways teachers and
paraprofessionals went to great lengths using creative measures to help all students learn included delivering
supplies to kids homes so all students would have the same materials, making individualized videos for
instruction, conducting virtual live sessions, and having paraprofessionals work with students online throughout
he da
ee
de
e gaged. We b i
g c ab a i e e a i
hi
i h fa i ie , aid M . G ge , We
had to meet all the individualized needs b
idi g i a
ac
a g ade e e . O ea ,
i g
together - parents, teachers, paraprofessionals, and specialists - did a phenomenal job of ensuring students
continued to learn and master benchmarks, despite a global pandemic.
Marjorie Light
Director of Curriculum and Professional Development
Melissa Bavaro-Grande
Superintendent of East Granby Public School
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S l ia Crunden Stor Time!

An Book
Book Cl b J
Join us virtuall and share - of our
favorite books ith us
Ages ears old
Meets Monda s at
pm
Dates March nd and th
You choose our o n books Bring books ou have read
in the past and or present and tell us about the book
We ill discuss characters settings favorite passages
and more Listeners are elcome too
Regi e online a
egpl o g
All participants ill receive a Zoom link prior to the session

Join Connecticut children s author and
school teacher, Sylvia Crunden, as she
reads her new book, Plea e D n P M
Bubble, illustrated by Mary Ransom. Join
Sylvia as she helps teach children about
personal space, sensory and feelings.

Thursday, April 15th at 1:30pm
Ages 3-8 years old with caregiver.
Masks & registration required.
Space is Limited
Register online at www.egpl.org

Join Allgrove
School teachers for
bedtime stories
via Zoom.
E plore stories, music, fingerpla s and more!
All sessions run appro . 30 minutes.
A
20 h h J e 24 h
Tuesda s via Zoom at 10:30am ages 2+
Thursda s via Zoom at 10:30am ages 3+
Thursda s in-person at 1:30pm ages 3+
Regi e online a

egpl o g

March 17th @ 6pm with
Mrs. & Mr. Patricia Lepak
Register online at www.egpl.org
A link will be emailed to the caregiver prior to the session.

A special thanks to the Carl Allgrove teachers for
volunteering their time to make this possible!

March 13th, 2021

Library Newsletter (860)653-3002

www.egpl.org

East Granby Public Library

East Granby Public Library
2021 Annual Fund

The East Granby Public Library &
The East Granby Land Trust invite you to

Bi d caping

Meeting Our Communit s Needs

HOME SWEET HABITAT

The first library in the Farmington Valley to
offer curbside service
Open 96% of our pre-COVID hours
Collaborated with the East Granby Land
Trust to offer our first ever Story Trail

Thank you for supporting our annual fund drive so
we can continue to meet our patrons needs!

Financial Wellness 101: Saving For College
ZOOM Presentation

Tuesday, March 23rd at 6:30pm
In this session we will address the following questions:
What is the true cost of college?
What are the options to save for college?
How much should I save and which account is best?
Register online at www.egpl.org or call 860-653-3002

Presented by Joan Butler of Enchanted Gardens
ZOOM Presentation

Tuesday, March 16th at 7pm

Explore the importance of creating welcoming
habitats for birds through thoughtful landscape
choices, including native plants vital for food
and nesting sites. Learn about the benefits and
joys of creating beautiful layered gardens
designed to bring avian performers right into
your own back yard.
Register online at www.egpl.org or call 860-653-3002
A zoom link will be emailed prior to the presentation.

Afternoon at the Movies ~ Wednesdays at 1:00pm
With current health guidelines in place, we are limiting the capacity for movies to allow for social distancing
and are asking patrons to reserve a space. Register at www.egpl.org or call the library at 860-653-3002.

March 17th
Brookl n

PG-13, 111min.
In this charming love story based on
the best-selling novel, a young Irish
immigrant travels to New York City &
is torn between 2 countries & 2 men.

March 24th
Pinocchio

PG-13, 125 min.
Academy Award winner Roberto
Benigni stars as Gepetto in the
enchantingly reimagined
Pinocchio.

March 31st
Ne

of he World

PG-13, 118 min.
A Civil War veteran agrees to take a
child to her rightful family.
Together they travel into the
unforgiving wilderness.

Meeting Schedules
T
Ha (TH) Senior/Community Center (SC)
A g e Sch (AS) Ea G a b Fa
(EGF)
Library (L) H gh Sch (HS)
Commission on Aging 6:30 (SC) ................................................. 4/6, 5/4, 6/1
Conservation 7:00 (TH)................................................................ 4/7, 5/5, 6/2
Board of Education 7:00 (AS) ...................................................... 3/22, 4/26, 5/10, 5/24, 6/14, 6/28
Economic Development 5:30 (TH) ............................................... 3/22, 4/26, 5/24, 6/28
Town and School Building Committee 7:30 (TH) .......................... As Needed
Board of Finance 7:00 ................................................................. 3/16, 4/6, 4/20, 6/15
Parks & Recreation 7:00 (EGF).................................................... 4/1, 5/6, 6/3
Planning & Zoning 7:00 (TH)........................................................ 4/13, 5/11, 6/8
Board of Selectmen 6:30 (TH)...................................................... 3/24, 4/14, 4/21, 4/28, 5/12, 5/26, 6/9, 6/23
Zoning Board of Appeals 7:00 (TH) .............................................. 3/25, 4/22, 5/27, 6/24
Youth Services Bureau 6:30 (EGF) .............................................. 4/19, 5/17, 6/21
The above meeting dates and times are subject to change.
Library, Board of Education, and Recreation times & dates are found in the articles. Times are PM unless noted.
Guidelines for Submitting Articles
The follo ing a e he deadline fo he coming Le Talk T ke editions. Please note that the deadline submission time is 9:00 AM on Monday. All articles must
be submitted in Word format and sent via e-mail to newsletter@egtownhall.com. Deadlines are strictly enforced to ensure timely preparation of the newsletter. This
will enable our Editor and Printer enough time for the one week turn around delivery date. Articles should pertain to an East Granby organization, agency, or business
(non-advertisement) and be of general interest to the public. The name of the submitter and a phone number must accompany the article. If you have any questions,
please call (860) 653-2576.

East Granby Town Hall
PO Box 1858
East Granby, CT 06026
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